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Introduction 

The purpose of this resource guide is to educate Community Resource Coordination 

Groups (CRCGs) about the programs and services across various state agencies 

that collaborate with CRCGs for their operations per state statute, ensuring 

interagency coordination and the least restrictive setting for a child, youth or adult. 
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Juvenile Justice Diversion 

General Information 

Chapter 53, Texas Family Code, Section 53.01 outlines the way juvenile referrals 

and detentions are handled for children under 12 years of age. It specifies the 

following requirements: 

● The person conducting the preliminary investigation shall refer the case to a 

CRCG or local juvenile service provider for a staffing if the child: 

 Is under 12 years of age; 

 Is believed to have engaged in delinquent conduct or conduct indicating a 

need for supervision;  

 Is not required to be referred to the jurisdiction’s prosecuting attorney; 

 Is eligible for deferred prosecution; and 

 Their family does not currently receive services and would benefit from 

them.a 

Role of the CRCG 

● The role of the CRCG is to collaborate with local juvenile agencies and 

partner with the local juvenile probation department and juvenile board 

members to share information about available community services. This 

collaboration can help shape effective policies and identify service gaps, 

improving the continuum of care for children and families in the community. 

● The CRCG or local community juvenile service provider will evaluate the case 

and make recommendations to the juvenile probation department for 

appropriate services for the child and their family. b  

● The juvenile probation department is responsible for initiating the staffing, 

creating a service plan that incorporates resulting recommendations, 

monitoring and adjusting the service plan for up to three months, and 

referring the juvenile back to the prosecuting attorney if the child fails to 

successfully participate in the required services during that period.c 

 

 
a 3 Texas Family Code, Section 53.01 
b 3 Texas Family Code, Section 53.011 
c 3 Texas Family Code, Section 53.011 

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/docs/FA/htm/FA.53.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/docs/FA/htm/FA.53.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/docs/FA/htm/FA.53.htm
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Contact Information 

For more information about juvenile justice diversion, contact the local juvenile 

probation department: Texas Juvenile Justice Department - Texas Juvenile 

Probation Department .  

https://www2.tjjd.texas.gov/publications/other/alljuveniledepartments.aspx
https://www2.tjjd.texas.gov/publications/other/alljuveniledepartments.aspx
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Permanency Planning 

General Information 

The goal of permanency planning is to support children with developmental 

disabilities to live in a family setting. The Texas Health and Human Services 

Commission (HHSC) Permanency Planning for Children webpage provides 

information about permanency planning, including reports, training, brochures, 

forms and technical assistance tools. 

Notification of the Local CRCG 

An institution must notify the CRCG in the county in which the parent or guardian of 

the child resides within three days of the child's admission. Institutions include: 

● Nursing facilities;d 

● Intermediate care facilities for individuals with an intellectual disability 

(ICF/IID) including state supported living centers;e and 

● Settings that provide residential assistance services through the Home and 

Community-based Services (HCS) program.f 

Role of the CRCG  

HHSC has processes in place to ensure permanency planning occurs when a child is 

admitted to an institution. Permanency planning responsibilities are assigned to 

designated local intellectual and developmental disability authorities (LIDDAs). 

When a CRCG is contacted by an institution, the CRCG may also contact the 

permanency planner and the child's parent or guardian to ensure they are aware of 

services and supports that could provide alternatives to the institution, available 

placement options and opportunities for permanency planning. 

The CRCG can help identify and coordinate services in the least restrictive setting 

for people with complex needs. LIDDAs participate in their local CRCG when a 

person has complex needs and requires multiagency services.g The LIDDA provides 

 
d 26 Texas Administrative Code (TAC), Section 554.805 
e 26 TAC, Section 261.222 
f 26 TAC, Section 263.901 
g 26 TAC, Section 330.17 

https://www.hhs.texas.gov/providers/long-term-care-providers/local-idd-authority-lidda/permanency-planning-children
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/providers/long-term-care-providers/local-idd-authority-lidda/permanency-planning-children
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=10%2F22%2F2025&recordId=203138
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=10%2F22%2F2025&recordId=201142
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=10%2F22%2F2025&recordId=223012
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=10%2F22%2F2025&recordId=224546
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one or more representatives with authority and expertise in intellectual and 

developmental disability (IDD) services to each local CRCG.  

Contact Information 

Email questions about permanency planning in ICF/IID (including state supported 

living centers) and HCS to HHSC IDD Program Improvement at 

IDD_Program_Improvement@hhs.texas.gov. 
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Admission of a Minor to a State 

Supported Living Center 

General Information 

HHSC operates state supported living centers (SSLCs) that provide campus-based 

direct services and supports to people with IDD who are medically fragile, have 

behavioral challenges or have mental health issues. There are 13 locations across 

the state.h 26 TAC Section 904.29 outlines the process for admission for people 

under 22 years old. Visit the HHS SSLCs webpage to learn more about SSLCs and 

available services.  

Role of the CRCG 

The admission process starts with the LIDDA determining whether an SSLC is the 

most appropriate, least restrictive setting by using Form 8515 — Guidelines for 

Determining Less Restrictive Setting. This form helps guide discussions around the 

least restrictive setting and can help LIDDAs explore less restrictive alternatives 

when staffing complex cases.  

To determine if an SSLC is the least restrictive environment appropriate for youth 

up to age 22, a CRCG or the LIDDA, if the youth resides in a county that is not 

served by a CRCG, must hold a staffing and provide information to the youth and 

family about available community supports that could serve as an alternative to 

admission of the youth to a residential care facility.i A summary of the results of the 

staffing should be included in the CRCG’s individual service plan. It is the LIDDA’s 

responsibility to include the CRCG individual service plan or summary of the 

recommendations in the Form 8654 — SSLC Admission Application and Form 8515. 

Contact Information 

To learn more, contact your LIDDA:  Where Can I Find Services? | Resources. 

  

 
h Texas HHS (2016-2024). SSLCs. Retrieved from State Supported Living Centers (SSLCs) | 

Texas Health and Human Services  
i 26 TAC, Section 904.29 

https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=10%2F22%2F2025&recordId=220753
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/services/disability/intellectual-or-developmental-disabilities/state-supported-living-centers-sslcs
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/regulations/forms/8000-8999/form-8515-guidelines-determining-less-restrictive-setting
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/regulations/forms/8000-8999/form-8515-guidelines-determining-less-restrictive-setting
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/laws-regulations/forms/8000-8999/form-8654-state-supported-living-center-sslc-admission-application
https://resources.hhs.texas.gov/pages/find-services
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/services/disability/intellectual-or-developmental-disabilities-idd-long-term-care/state-supported-living-centers-sslcs
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/services/disability/intellectual-or-developmental-disabilities-idd-long-term-care/state-supported-living-centers-sslcs
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=10%2F22%2F2025&recordId=220753
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Waco Center for Youth 

General Information 

Waco Center for Youth (WCY) is a long-term psychiatric residential treatment 

facility that serves youth 13 through 17 years old with a psychiatric diagnosis of 

emotional or behavioral disability, and a history of behavior problems in at least 

two settings. For information about admission criteria, see 26 Texas Administrative 

Code (TAC) Section 306.174. To learn more, visit WCY. 

Role of the CRCG 

The local mental health authority (LMHA), local behavioral health authority (LBHA), 

Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) or state hospital will complete 

a referral to initiate the application process for a youth to WCY. Referrals from the 

LMHA and LBHA should be presented and endorsed by the local CRCG indicating 

that all appropriate community-based resources have been exhausted and WCY is 

the least restrictive environment needed. The CRCG should write a letter of support 

(an outline is available on the CRCG website’s Training and Technical Assistance 

webpage) to accompany the referral, stating that the CRCG met and endorses the 

referral.j  

CRCGs play an important role providing an individualized service plan to support 

the youth and family with recommendations for services while they wait for 

admission. For youth who are currently receiving services at the WCY, a CRCG 

meeting should be held prior to discharge to ensure continuity of care and support 

for the youth and their family as they reintegrate into the community. 

Contact Information 

3501 North 19th Street  

Waco, TX 76708  

Phone: (254) 756-2171 

  

 
j 26 TAC, Section 306.174  

https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=10%2F22%2F2025&recordId=224273
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=10%2F22%2F2025&recordId=224273
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/services/mental-health-substance-use/state-hospitals/waco-center-youth
https://crcg.hhs.texas.gov/training-and-technical-assistance/
https://crcg.hhs.texas.gov/training-and-technical-assistance/
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=10%2F22%2F2025&recordId=224273
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Vernon State Hospital Adolescent 

Forensic Program 

General Information  

The Vernon State Hospital Adolescent Forensic Program (VSH AFP) is a maximum 

security, 32-bed program serving Texas youth ages 13-17, both male and female. 

Learn more about VSH. Admission criteria are specific and set in 26 TAC, Section 

306.173.  

Role of the CRCG 

Admission to the VSH AFP program occurs through a screening and referral by the 

court-appointed probation department, LMHA or LBHA. The CRCG must be involved 

in the admission process, particularly for youth under a voluntary condition of 

probation. The CRCG assures that all community resources have been exhausted 

and evaluates whether placement in a maximum security, nine to 12-month 

residential treatment setting is appropriate.  

Before admission, the CRCG should conduct a staffing with community partners, 

including family members, treatment providers and probation officers, to review the 

recommendation and confirm that all community resources have been utilized and 

exhausted. Once this has been confirmed, the CRCG may provide a letter of support 

to the referring entity to assist with admission to the AFP. Prior to discharge, the 

CRCG should organize a meeting to ensure continuity of care and support the 

youth’s reintegration into the community. 

Contact Information 

For general information about VSH AFP, call (940) 552-9901. For questions about 

admissions, email NTHVAdmissions@hhs.texas.gov. 

  

https://www.hhs.texas.gov/services/mental-health-substance-use/state-hospitals/vernon-state-hospital
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=10%2F22%2F2025&recordId=224272
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=10%2F22%2F2025&recordId=224272
mailto:NTHVAdmissions@hhs.texas.gov
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Residential Treatment Center Project 

General Information 

The Children’s Mental Health Residential Treatment Center (RTC) Project supports 

families who are considering placing their child into DFPS conservatorship because 

of the child’s mental health care needs. The RTC Project offers an alternative by 

helping families access needed services while keeping the child in the family’s legal 

custody. 

Before a child or youth is referred to the RTC Project, the LMHA or LBHA ensures 

that interlocal resources such as community mental health services or DFPS’s Post 

Adoption services (if applicable) are utilized. 

The RTC Project: 

● Connects families to community-based mental health services through their 

LMHA or LBHA to complete the referral process; and 

● Pays for the cost of room and board at a contracted RTC for eligible children 

with mental health needs who require this level of care.k 

Eligibility Requirements 

Children and families may qualify for the RTC Project if: 

● The child is a resident of Texas. 

● The child is younger than 18 years old. 

● The child has a qualifying serious emotional disturbance. 

● There is no current abuse or neglect in the household. 

● The family may be considering DFPS custody due to the seriousness of their 

child’s mental health needs. 

● The family agrees to remain engaged and support their child’s mental health 

needs throughout the RTC Project treatment process.l 

 
k Texas HHS (2016-2025). Residential Treatment Center Project. Retrieved from Residential 

Treatment Center Project | Texas Health and Human Services  
l Texas HHS (2016-2025). Residential Treatment Center Project. Retrieved from Residential 

Treatment Center Project | Texas Health and Human Services  

https://www.hhs.texas.gov/providers/behavioral-health-services-providers/residential-treatment-center-project
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/providers/behavioral-health-services-providers/residential-treatment-center-project
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/providers/behavioral-health-services-providers/residential-treatment-center-project
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/providers/behavioral-health-services-providers/residential-treatment-center-project


12 

Community Resource Coordination Groups ● crcg.hhs.texas.gov ● Revised: 09/2025 

26 TAC Section 307.207 provides additional information about eligibility criteria. 

RTC Services 

Children served through the RTC Project may receive: 

● Weekly individual and group therapy with a licensed clinician 

● Weekly family therapy with a licensed clinician 

● Medication management 

● Ongoing routine and as-needed medical care 

● Educational services 

● Social, recreational and habilitative services to support or strengthen daily 

living skillsm 

Role of the CRCG 

CRCGs may play a critical role in supporting families during the RTC Project 

process. CRCGs can: 

● Identify and coordinate resources: Help connect families to local services 

before and during the RTC application process, including wraparound 

supports not covered by the RTC. 

● Support collaboration: Facilitate communication between the family, LMHA 

or LBHA, school, child welfare and other partners to ensure coordinated care. 

● Provide navigation and guidance: Help families understand the process, 

eligibility, and what to expect during RTC placement and transition planning. 

● Assist with transition planning: Support the family and child in preparing 

for discharge from the RTC and reintegration into the community, ensuring 

ongoing services are in place. 

CRCGs do not refer children or families to the RTC Project, and an endorsement 

from the CRCG does not guarantee acceptance or admission into the RTC Project. 

Instead, CRCGs direct children and families to the RTC Project Liaison at their LMHA 

or LBHA. 

 
m Texas HHS (2016-2025). Residential Treatment Center Project. Retrieved from Residential 

Treatment Center Project | Texas Health and Human Services  

https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=10%2F27%2F2025&recordId=213212
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/providers/behavioral-health-services-providers/residential-treatment-center-project
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/providers/behavioral-health-services-providers/residential-treatment-center-project
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Resources 

● Residential Treatment Center Project: Information for Families, Children and 

Adolescents, and Community Members (PDF in English) 

● Residential Treatment Center Project: Information for Families, Children and 

Adolescents, and Community Members (PDF in Spanish) 

● Children’s Mental Health: Residential Treatment Center Project (PDF) 

To learn more, visit the Children’s Mental Health Residential Treatment Center 

Project . 

Contact Information 

For questions about the RTC Project, email RTC Project. 

 

https://www.hhs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/doing-business-with-hhs/provider-portal/behavioral-health-provider/rtc-flyer.pdf
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/doing-business-with-hhs/provider-portal/behavioral-health-provider/rtc-flyer.pdf
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/doing-business-with-hhs/provider-portal/behavioral-health-provider/rtc-flyer-es.pdf
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/doing-business-with-hhs/provider-portal/behavioral-health-provider/rtc-flyer-es.pdf
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/sites/default/files/documents/rtc-family-guide.pdf
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/services/mental-health-substance-use/childrens-mental-health/childrens-mental-health-residential-treatment-center-project
https://www.hhs.texas.gov/services/mental-health-substance-use/childrens-mental-health/childrens-mental-health-residential-treatment-center-project
mailto:RTCProject@hhs.texas.gov

